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FARMING IN THE NORTHWEST.

Something About Wheat Growing in the
Great Red River Valley in the Da-
kotas.

A correspondent of the Charlotte

Observer, a citizen of North Caroli-
na, recently took a trip to the Dako-
tas and has written a very readable
" Jetter setting forth his impressions
of the Northwest. From his letter
we clip the following extracts about
Dakota farming:
" The Red River, according to the
information at hand, will be set
down as having its head-waters
somewhere south of Fargo and flow-
ing north on the line between North
Dakota and Minnesota into Manitoba
and emptying into Lake Winnepeg,
which is one of the estuaries of Hud-
gon Bay.

This valley is a great wheat-pro-
ducing section and probably has no
superior in that line in all of North
America. In width, from east to
west, varying from 50 to 100 miles,
it is a dead level, flat as a pancake,
an ideal prairie. The soil is black
and very fertilee A guess is mnot
hazarded as to the yield per acre. A
statement has been made that the
average yield of wheat for the whole
State of North Dakota this year was
20 bushels per acre. No barnyard
manure or other fertilizer is put up-
on the land. No provision for sav-
ing manures of any kind is made ex-
cept by truckers and they econduct
their operations only near the larger
towns. The price of these lands is
from $20 to $30 per acre, $30 being
very high and $20 very low for good
land. An advertisement in a Fargo
paper is called to mind, wherein the
owner of a section, 640 acres, locatd
on a railroad, not far from Fargo, on
which were good dwelling houses.
barns, outhouses, ete., offered it for
sale at $22.50 per acre. He stated
that neighboring lands were beine
held at $25, but that he would sell
at the price offered as an inducement
to prompt trade—he wished to get
_away before winter set in.
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This is the country of the “bonan-
za farmer,” who cultivates hundreds
and sometimes thousands of acres in
one holding, sowing and reaping up-
on a large scale and -being able, on
account of the grandeur of his oper-
ations, to succeed upon a smaller per
cent of net profit than if he were cnl-
tivating smaller holdings. Of course
there are many who are not bonanza
farmers, but the rule is large farms
even if they are not bonanza farms.
13
valley on the Minnesots® side, one is
gtruck with the fact that the country
seems, from the railroad train. to le

sparsely settled, and the farm houscs !

to be far apart. It is said that the
tendency is now decidedly in the di-
rection of dividing up the holdings
and of the passine of the bonanza
farmer. Their wheat threshing ar-
rangements i1s somewhat
from ours. The outfit consists of a
combined traction or road and sta-
tionary engine which draws, upon
three trucks, the separator and me-
chanical devices, a bunk-shack and

a cook-shack. The farmer is not at
the expense either of feeding or
lodging the machine hands and all
that he is responsible for is keeping
the wheat in the straw “to” the
thresher and having bags or portable
bins ready to receive the grain after
it has been separated from the straw
and weighed. The price per thou-
sand pounds for threshing is some-
thing more for wheat in the shock
than for wheat that is stacked, be-
cause the machinery has to be taken
up and set down more than once if it
is in the shock, whereas if it is stack-
ed a location is made in the stack
yard and the work is done at one set-
ting down. Wheat is seldom stack-
ed, however, unless the farmer is
anxious to clear his fields and begin
upon his fall plowing; for it must
be remembered that as early as the
middle of November there ig enough
frost.n the greund to interfere with
plowing, even in a mild fall, as this
has been.”

North Dakota is interesting be-
cause it is so new and young. Here
is a great Commonwealth, teeming
with prosperous towns and cities and
rich and well-cultivated farms, sup-
plied with all the comforts, luxuries
and modern devices of civilization
which less than a quarter of a cen-
tury ago was a vast prairie covered
in summer with sweet and succulent
grasses that, when the Afirst .frost
touched them as with a magician’s
wand, turned to well-cured and nu-
tritious hay. Over these - Elysian
fields roamed and grew fat herds of
elk and buffalo, whose only enemies
were the predatory Indians and the
white hunters and frontiersmen.
What a transformation! A prominent
citizen of Fargo tells of going with
a partner, 18 years ago, to a point
a couple of hundred miles southwest
of Fargo and taking us some gov-
ernment land. They were 100 miles
from any neighbors. They built a
shack, put in a crop of potatoey
cut, cured and stacked T0 tons of
buffalo hay and then went out to the
little frontier settlement of Fargo
to rest their faces and lay in provi-
sioms. Six weeks later they returned
to their entry and found not a wisp
of their 70 tons of hay. The elk had
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Wood's Seeds

FOR FALL SOWING.

approaching Fargo, through the |

different |

Farmers and Gardeners wh
ahre Eiie Satndh A Sttt Lact o
tion about

,ho‘.',?mh and Farm Seeds

write for Wood’'s New

Fall Catalogue. It tells all about

the failnglantmg of Lettuce, Cab-

other Vegetable crops

which are proving so profitable to
southern growers. Also about

Crimson Clover, Vetches,
Grasses and Clovers,
Seed Oats, Wheat, .
Rye, Barley, etc,

Wood’s New Fall Ca
free on request. Write for it.

Protect the Farm and Teach us to Love

and live in the great ‘“out-of-doors.’”” We make firearms for
every purpose suitable for boy or man, from $2.50 to $150.00.

- ‘Send for Our Free Book

We recommend Especial'y

Our Rifies
1 9 of 128 pages, which tells about th
SNVOIIS-“aYIIaﬂI, qu ‘3 *#Stevens''—gives pictures and p“ce:f
11 crack Shot 1] s‘ Contains interesting articles on Hunt-

ing, Canoeing, Target Shooting, etc.
P"ZZI-E a clever Rifle Puzzle will
be mailed postpaid forg4c,

in stamps. It is lots of fun—*easy
when you know how''—but ev.
eryone can't solve it. Can you?

““Favorite,” No. IT $6

If your dealer won't supply youn
—send to us. We wiii sell to
you by mail, express paid.

%] Stevens Arms & Tool Co. 23 Main Street
CHICOPEE FALLS , MASS. -
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TERRACE AND IRRIGATE YOUR FARM.

in Right and RBegin Right Now. Don’t pay
hundreds of dollars for fertilizers and let the raln
wash them away when you can buy a BOSTROM IM-
PROVED FArM LeVveEL wiith Telescope for $10. (one
without Telescope for $5, and BAVE IT ALL by
roperly terracing your farm. Kor irrigation anil Rice
Bultnre D'tches, Tile Dralnage, Road Bullding, Laying
Out Orchards, Obtaining Angles and Foundation Lev-
els, there is no betier instrament made wrlle for de-
scriptive circular and Treatise on terracing, ete., Free.
Bostrom-Brady lig. Co.. 36 W. Ala , St., Av.nta, Ga.

Has Your School a Library?

IE NOT, WHY NOT?

$50 WORTH of the very best reading to be found, for our rural bomes in.
¢ cluding a $30 library for your school, to be relected from the most 81
perb 1ist adopted for that purpose All this at a cost to the district of only $10.

Only 400 schools. The t to make ready caa secure the benefits of Lhis

offer. So you'll bave to BE QUI-—CK.

Has your school a Library? Then you wish to enlarge 1L
there 18 $40 worth of the same kind of reading matter mentioned above, lo-
cluding $20 worth of your own =election from the adopted Rural Library [1st.
All this to cost your district only $10, Only 485 disiricts can avall themselves

J of this opportunity, so

DON’T DELAY ACTION.

districts in the

If vou do, then

Then there is an opportunity for each oue of the 5033 school

State, which rannot get in nnder either of the above prov slons, gach of whi~h
& may secure $30 worth of the same excelient o'ass of reading, lncluding §10
worth from the Library: Li<i, all at a cost to the dist ict of on!y $10. l-,ituersgn;z

of these may, by prom pt action, come in on the first proposition above.
will be well for you to » ' i

- BEGIN AT ONCE

e Every pubMe school teacher in the State '8 requested todropus a card glving
county, pame or number of bis district, po toflice address of schools, and his
own !Ladmdge‘:?d address, and fall particulars will be sent him or her at ouce.

The Progressive Farmer,
RAIL.EIGH, IN. C.
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Kve who 1
WANTED—Jfivery, one Boee ER PHD

plies next spring (when I will be too busy to
aitend to you properly), to order now, when
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7, W. W00D & SONS,

Geedsmen, - Richmond, Va.

I bave rlenty of time. 1 handle the most
i practical and complete Bee Box in the world
or the produ tion of fine comb honey. Price
. complete, 8210, Elebt g?r cent. off if order
| 1s fi'ed at once with cas )
WALTEKR L WOMBLE, Raleigh, N, C,

~

STS ..
: Mich.

—

END AND CORNER PO
heve, t e stroneer, g1 T el

e M
PAGE WOVEN WIEE FENCE (0., Adrian,

mention this papes.



